history,* except that he passed the time at Home, and was presumably working hard at his romantic novels ; but in 1824 a change came, one no doubt hailed at the time with eager delight, though it proved unfortunately to be the foundation of all his subsequent misfortunes.
When he went up to Paris to make arrangements for publishing his novels, he stayed in the old lodgings of his family in the Rue du Hoi Dor£, and here he often met a friend, M. d'Assonvillez, to whom he confided his fear of being forced into ail occupation distasteful to him.    M. d'Assonvillez was sympathetic, advised him to seek for a business which would make him independent, and, carried away   by   Honore's   powers   of   persuasion   and eloquence, actually promised to provide the necessary funds.    We can imagine Balzac's joy at this offer, and the  enthusiasm with which he would take up his abode in Paris, and feel that he was about to earn his living, nay, more, that he would no doubt become enormously rich, and would then have leisure to give up his time to literature.   What however decided him to become first  publisher and then printer we do not know.    He started his
